
Commerce Resource : Rights of Tenants and Landlords 
 

Using the tenants.org.au website and their fact sheets, respond to the following 
scenarios 
 
 
              The landlord informs you that you are to pay six weeks of rent before    
              you move in to the premises.  They don’t explain what the rent upfront is 
              for.   
              What would the six weeks of rent cover and is it acceptable for the 
              landlord to require this?   
 
  
                              The real estate agent calls to say that your rent is increasing  
                               from $315 a week to $400 a week, effective from next week.   
                               You can’t afford this increase.  Do you legally have to pay the                                         
                                increased rent rate?  Why/why not?  
 
 
 
 
 
                           You have a party that is still kicking at 4am.  During the party  
                           some guests were wrestling and they kicked a hole in the wall.  
                           Your landlord threatens to evict you from the property and make  
                           You pay for repairs but you argue that you didn’t damage the  
                            Property and so you shouldn’t be held responsible.  The  
                            landlord continues by saying that they are within their rights to  
                            evict you for the party alone.  Is the landlord correct in their  
                            demands and threats?   
 
 
                           The landlord arrives at your door at 8:30pm on Wednesday  
                            night.  You were not expecting them and it is not a convenient  
                            time for you.  You tell the landlord that they can not enter the 
                            premises.  The landlord reminds you that it is their house and  
                            they are free to inspect it when they see fit.  Who does the law  
                            support, the tenant or landlord?  Why? 
 
          
                           You and your best friend have entered into a six month lease  
                           but during the fourth month you have a big fight and you no  
                           longer want to live together.  You tell this to your landlord who  
                           says that you can not leave until the six month lease period  
                           expires.  Is this correct?  What arrangements can be made? 
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